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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chertsey  Urban  District 

Council. 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for  1969  on  the 
health  of  Chertsey  Urban  District  which  has  been  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  Circular 
1/70. 

The  weather  in  1969  was  relatively  good  and  there  was  no  repetition 
of  the  1968  floods.  However,  despite  a mild  winter  there  was  an 
epidemic  of  influenza  which  commenced  before  Christmas,  reached 
its  peak  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  continued  into  1970.  This  epidemic 
occurred  earlier  than  usual,  built  up  very  rapidly  and  was  not  sustained 
as  in  former  episodes.  It  was  noticeable  that  not  all  deaths  occurred 
in  the  elderly  section  of  the  community.  The  initial  mortality  rate 
rose  from  0.09  to  0.20  but  some  of  the  mortality  will  be  reflected  in 
the  1970  figures. 

The  mid-year  population  showed  an  increase  of  620.  Births 
exceeded  deaths  by  356  so  that  there  has  been  an  inward  migration 
of  264  people.  Although  the  birth-rate  fell  again  there  was  a similar 
decline  in  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  The  ratio  of  the  crude 
birth-rate  to  the  national  rate  remained  at  0.87. 

During  the  year  one  particular  measles  vaccine  was  withdrawn  and 
the  immunisation  campaign  accordingly  suffered.  Extensive  tests  on 
this  vaccine  proved  satisfactory  and  measles  protection  has  once  again 
been  resumed.  Nevertheless,  during  1969  the  number  of  measles 
notifications  was  down  and  there  is  no  doubt  vaccination  will  have  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  morbidity  of  this  disease. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  were  no  cases  of  typhoid  or 
paratyphoid  fever  in  the  district  during  1969.  Visitors  to  countries 
bordering  the  Mediterranean  are  particularly  at  risk  to  these  diseases. 
In  England  and  Wales  there  were  163  cases  of  typhoid  with  three 
deaths  and  185  cases  of  paratyphoid.  Vaccination  can  provide  a 
measure  of  protection  and  should  not  be  neglected  by  holidaymakers 
visiting  these  areas. 

An  even  greater  risk  to  world  travellers  is  malaria  and  notifications 
in  England  and  Wales  have  risen  sharply  since  1965.  There  is  a great 
danger  of  missing  Falciparum  infections  in  persons  who  have  briefly 


1 


visited  or  passed  through  countries,  for  example,  children  visiting 
parents  in  Africa  during  the  school  holidays.  General  Practitioners  are 
the  first  point  of  contact  with  this  disease.  Falciparum  infections  can  be 
mistaken  for  influenza  and  in  non-immune  persons  who  are  not  taking 
prophylactics  it  can  also  prove  fatal. 

The  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act,  1968,  which 
governs  the  registration  of  nurseries  and  child  minders,  has  neces- 
sitated closer  liaison  with  the  Planning  and  County  Health  staff. 
Copies  of  the  standards  as  adopted  by  the  Surrey  County  Council 
under  these  new  Regulations  were  circulated  to  Members  of  the 
Council. 

Construction  of  new  mortuary  facilities  in  the  grounds  of  Eotleys 
Hospital  commenced  during  the  year.  Completion  is  expected  in  1970 
and  the  new  mortuary  will  serve  North  West  Surrey.  A centralised 
modern  mortuary  with  trained  ancillary  staff  should  prove  a great 
step  forward  from  the  days  of  the  small  individual  units  lacking  in 
facilities  and  difficult  to  staff. 

The  latest  Green  Paper  on  the  Future  Structure  of  the  National 
Health  Service  in  England  presents  a genuine  attempt  to  unify  the 
three  branches  of  the  present  service  and  sets  out  three  firm  decisions 
by  the  Government  on  matters  of  principle.  Firstly,  the  National 
Flealth  Service  will  be  administered  not  by  local  government  but  by 
area  health  boards  directly  responsible  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
closely  associated  with  local  authorities.  Secondly,  the  division  of 
service  between  local  authorities  and  the  National  Health  Service 
should  be  organised  on  a required  skills  criterion,  one  consequence 
of  which  being  that  the  school  health  service  would  be  integrated  into 
the  National  Health  Service.  In  other  words,  services  of  a medical 
nature  would  be  handled  by  area  health  boards  while  those  of  a non- 
medical nature  would  remain  with  local  authorities.  Thirdly,  in 
general,  the  number  of  area  health  boards  must  match  those  of  the 
unitary  areas  as  proposed  by  the  White  Paper  on  the  Reform  of  Local 
Government.  The  number  of  area  health  boards  envisaged  would  be 
about  ninety  and  there  is  a proposal  for  the  institution  of  about  two 
hundred  district  committees  of  the  area  health  boards  corresponding 
with  the  location  of  district  hospital  and  with  half  their  members 
drawn  from  the  health  boards  and  half  from  people  living  or  working 
in  the  district.  These  committees  would  supervise  the  running  of  the 
area  health  board  in  the  district,  thus  resembling  the  divisional  com- 
mittees of  many  present  local  health  authorities. 

No  noticeable  reduction  in  the  amount  of  aircraft  noise  has  taken 
place  in  the  district;  in  fact  it  appears  to  be  increasing.  Although  this 
is  a national  problem  one  must  admire  the  determined  efforts  of  some 
local  residents  to  get  it  reduced.  We  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  people  in  sub-normal  health  cannot  stand  as  much  noise  as 
healthy  individuals. 

Work  commenced  on  a Health  Centre  at  Stepgates,  Chertsey.  This 
will  provide  facilities  for  seven  General  Practitioners  and  the  usual 
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Qjunty  Clinic  services  all  in  the  same  building.  Completion  is 
expected  during  1970. 

With  the  qualification  of  A.  G.  Allibone,  Pupil  Public  Health 
Inspector,  in  July,  1969,  the  full  establishment  was  attained  after  an 
interval  of  over  two  years.  It  is  a credit  to  the  department  that  during 
this  time  the  standard  of  work  did  not  deteriorate  and  all  essential 
health  services  were  maintained.  Much  praise  must  go  to  your  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  who,  over  the  years,  has  fostered  a happy 
team.  This  will  be  the  last  Report  to  which  George  Birch  will  con- 
tribute and  it  is  with  sadness  that  I shall  be  saying  farewell  in  1970 
to  a great  colleague. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  assistance  and  support  throughout  the  year. 

E.  M.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E.  M.  HAMILTON,  m.b.e.,  m.b.,  B.ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h. 

(also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  District  of 
Walton  and  Weybridge  and  Deputy  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for 
the  North-Western  Division,  Surrey  County  Council). 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  H.  BIRCH,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector : 

B.  G.  ROGERS,  m.a.p.h.i. 

District  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

T.  N.  DARRAUGH,  m.a.p.h.i. 

A.  G.  ALLIBONE,  m.a.p.h.i.  (from  11.7.69), 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector: 

A.  G.  ALLIBONE  (to  11.7.69). 

Pests  Officer: 

G.  A.  SHERRIFFS. 


Clerical  Staff: 

Office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Miss  J.  M.  EGLON. 

Miss  Eglon  is  also  responsible  for  the  secretarial  duties  appertaining 
to  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  District 
of  Walton  and  Weybridge. 

Office  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

Mrs.  A.  M.  STOKER. 

Mrs.  J.  DIVALL. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,983 

Estimated  resident  population  mid-year  1969  (estimate  supplied 

by  Registrar-General)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,250 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books  ...  13,490 

Rateable  Value £2,070,077 

A sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £8,235 


Committees  concerned  with  matters  of  Public  Health. 

1.  Public  Health  Committee. 

2.  Housing  (General)  Committee. 

3.  Housing  (Tenants)  Committee. 

4.  Special  (Public  Relations)  Committee. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male. 

361 

22 

Female. 

356 

18 

Total. 

717 

40 

383 

374 

757 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (after  correction  by  Registrar-General  s 
Comparability  Factor) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent,  of  total  live  births)  ... 

16.73 

14.22 

5.28 

Stillbirths : 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

... 

... 

8 

10.46 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  ... 

Male. 

388 

Female. 

377 

T oral. 

765 

16 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

... 

21.14 

18.13 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  75.00 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  live 
births) 13.21 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.21 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  com- 
bined per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ... 


23.53 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  401 

Death-Rate  (actual)  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  ...  8.86 

Death-Rate  (after  correction  by  the  Registrar-General’s  Comparability 

Factor)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.10 

Natural  increase  of  population  during  year  by  excess  births  over  deaths  356 
Death-Rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  0.20 

Death-Rate  from  Pneumonia  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  1.04 

Death-Rate  from  Measles  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  Nil 

Death-Rate  from  Whooping  Cough  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  Nil 

Death-Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  population  0.09 

Death-Rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  1.26 

Death-Rate  from  Lung  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  0.31 

Death-Rate  from  Heart  Disease  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  3.54 

Death-Rate  from  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  per  1,000  of  the 
population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.29 

Death-Rate  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  per  1,000  of  the  population  0.09 


The  following  table  shows  the  birth  and  death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  population  of  the  District,  and  England  and  Wales,  for  1968  and 
1969. 

COMPARATIVE  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


Annual  Rates  per 

1,000 

Infantile 

of  Population 

Mortality 

— 

— 

per  1,000 

Birth-Rate 

Death-Rate 

live  births 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

Chertsey  U.D.  ... 

*14-22 

*14  65 

*10-1 

*11-48 

21.14 

18-20 

England  and 

Wales  t 

16-3 

16-9 

11-9 

11-9 

18-0 

18-0 

* Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  by  Registrar-General’s 
Comparability  Factor. 

t Provisional  figures. 

Ratio  of  corrected  birth-rate  to  national  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.87 

Ratio  of  corrected  death-rate  to  national  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.85 
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Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
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Geriatric  Services  and  the  Care  of  the  Chronic  Sick. 

An  excellent  year’s  work  by  the  Chertsey  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  was  marred  by  the  serious  illness  of  Miss  Wade  which 
culminated  with  her  death  early  in  1970.  No  words  of  mine  can 
adequately  describe  the  vast  amount  of  work  she  performed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  elderly  in  our  district.  Much  of  the  success  of  the  service 
is  due  to  her  initiation  and  planning  ability  and  she  will  be  greatly 
missed. 

An  invaluable  contribution  to  the  transport  of  the  housebound  to 
Day  Centres  has  been  the  acquisition  of  a Mini-bus.  It  is  hoped  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  drivers  will  be  overcome  during  1970. 

The  Meals-on -Wheels  service  run  by  the  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary 
Service  has  continued  to  expand  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  P.  Jellard 
and  11,192  meals  were  delivered  during  the  year.  Assistance  was  also 
received  from  boys  and  girls  of  St.  Paul’s  and  The  Meads  Schools 
and  all  meals  recipients  received  Christmas  parcels,  thanks  to  the 
generosity  of  the  Round  Table. 

Day  care  service  was  given  to  thirty-five  elderly  people  in  their 
own  homes  and  for  this  we  are  indebted  to  many  helpers,  including 
some  schoolboys. 

Chiropody,  welfare  foods  and  hairdressing  services  were  also  pro- 
vided during  the  year. 

We  must  acknowledge  the  work  of  all  the  volunteers  who  help  to 
provide  these  services.  It  should  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  there 
are  a number  of  people  who  render  acts  of  kindness  to  their  elderly 
neighbours  and  for  this  we  are  grateful. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  immunisations  and  vac- 
cinations given  during  the  year. 


Diphtheria. 


1969 

Year 

1968 

of  birth 
1967 

1966 

1962-65 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Over 

16  yrs. 

Total 

Primary 

Injections  45 

389 

15 

1 

19 

469 

Reinforcing 
Injections  — 

126 

420 

45 

786 

86 

1 

1,464 

Whooping  Cough. 

Year 

1969  1968 

of  birth 
1967 

1966 

1962-65 

Others 
wider 
age  16 

Over 

16  yrs. 

Total 

Primary 

Injections  40 

310 

13 

1 

2 





366 

Reinforcing 
Injections  — 

84 

284 

32 

114 

4 

— 

518 

Tetanus. 

1969 

Year 

1968 

of  birth 
1967 

1966 

1962-65 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Over 

16  yrs. 

Total 

Primary 

Injections  45 

389 

16 

2 

19 

63 

17 

551 

Reinforcing 
Injections  — 

126 

421 

46 

791 

168 

106 

1,658 

Poliomyelitis. 

1969 

Year 

1968 

of  birth 
1967 

1966 

1962-65 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Over 

16  yrs. 

Total 

Primary 

Course  22 

319 

19 

5 

29 

3 

15 

412 

Reinforcing 

Dose  — 

128 

440 

49 

834 

112 

81 

1,644 

Measles 

1969 

Year 

1968 

of  birth 
1967 

1966 

1962-65 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Over 

16  yrs. 

Total 

Primary 

Course  1 

40 

104 

62 

125 

3 

335 
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Smallpox 


0-3  3-6 

mths.  mths. 
Primary  Vaccination  ^ 

Rc-vaccination 


Age  at  Vaccination 
6-9  9-12  1 

mths.  mths.  yr. 

5 5 407 

_ — 8 


2-4 

yrs. 

5-15 

yrs. 

Total 

89 

21 

531 

8 

170 

186 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

Acute  Meningitis 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Anthrax 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

35 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning  

C 

Infective  Jaundice  

J 

Leprosy 

Leptospirosis 

Malaria 

J.7 

Measles 

Z“t  / 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Plague 

Relapsing  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  Fever  

Typhus 

Q 

Whooping  Cough 

O 

Yellow  Fever  ... 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  and 
Food  Poisoning. 

Age  Incidence. 


AGE 

Dysentery 

Infective  Jaundice 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Food  Poisoning 

Under  1 year 

1 

— 

10 

— 

1 

1 

1-2  years 

1 

— 

37 

— 

— 

1 

2-3  years 

2 

— 

30 

1 

1 

— 

3-4  years 

1 

— 

40 

1 

2 

— 

4-5  years 

1 

— 

49 

1 

1 

— 

5-10  years 

9 

— 

73 

2 

3 

— 

10-15  years 

3 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

15-25  years 

9 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

25-35  years 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

35-45  years 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

45-65  years 

65  years  and 
upwards 

' 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Age  unknown 

2 

— 

1 

“““ 

“ 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

35 

5 

247 

6 

8 

6 
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Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 


The  following  cases  occurred  in  County  Schools:  — 


Di-^eat^e 

.1  an. 

Feb. 

\Iar. 

Aor 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec- 

Chickenpox 

18 

15 

22 

9 

16 

11 

20 

— 

— 

17 

12 

17 

Mumps  ... 

1 

4 

4 

4 

1 

8 

2 

— 

4 

64 

63 

21 

German  Measles 

18 

18 

42 

22 

25 

23 

14 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


New 

Caiet 

! 

Deaths 

Age  Groups 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

.\I. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

0-1  year 

1-5  years 

5-15  years 

_ 

_ 

_ 

15-25  years 

25-35  years 

1 

2 

__ 

__ 

_ 

35-45  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  years 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

65  upwards 

2 

3 

TOTAL  ... 

6 

3 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

The  number  of  school  children  presenting  themselves  for  B.C.G. 
vaccination  remained  satisfactory.  The  number  of  positive  reactors  is 
now  very  low  and  is  a healthy  sign. 


Secondary  and  Grammar  Schools: 


No.  in  age  group 

1,031 

No.  of  consents 

866 

No.  tested  ... 

769 

No.  vaccinated 

733 

Percentage  of  age  group  vaccinated 

71 

Percentage  tested  and  found  to  be  positive 

2 

Percentage  tested  and  found  to  be  negative 

98 

Late  Consents  and  School  Leavers  who  did  not 

accept  at  13  years 

No.  of  consents 

55 

No.  tested  ...  

40 

No.  vaccinated 

31 

Percentage  tested  and  found  to  be  positive 

10 

Percentage  tested  and  found  to  be  negative 

90 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  Woking  and  District 
Water  Company.  The  water  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  in  quantity.  No  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the 
raw  water  but  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  were  carried 
out  on  the  treated  water. 

During  the  year  eighteen  samples  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Guildford; 


One  sample  from  a caravan  site  showed  slight  contamination  due, 
it  was  considered,  to  the  draw  off  tap  being  inadequately  sterilised. 
A subsequent  sample  was  satisfactory. 


Three  samples  were  taken  by  the 

Council’s  Analyst  and  were 

examined  bacteriologically,  chemically  and  physically. 

The  results  of 

analyses  are  tabulated  below : — 

Date  sample  taken 

22nd  Jan. 

3rd  July 

24th  Sept. 

Organisms  per  ml.  at  ZO^C. 

in  72  hours  on  agar 

2 

16 

9 

Organisms  per  ml.  at  20°C. 

in  72  hours  on  gelatine  ... 

2 

5 

6 

Organisms  per  ml.  at  37.5°C. 

in  48  hours  on  agar 

Less  than  1 

8 

7 

Coliform  organisms 

Less  than  1 

Less  than  1 

Less  than  1 

Faecal  Coli  ... 

Less  than  1 

Less  than  1 

Less  than  1 

Chemical  Examinations  in  parts  per  million 

Free  Ammonia 

0.24 

0.030 

0.012 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.168 

0.096 

0.13 

Oxygen  consumed  from  per- 

manganate (4  hours  at 

80°F.)  

0.64 

0.75 

0.80 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action  and  there  was  no 
form  of  contamination  of  the  supply  during  the  year. 


Approximate  number  of  dwelling  houses  with  main  water 

supplied  direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  •••  12,131 

Estimated  population  supplied  direct  ...  ...  •••  43,283 

In  addition,  there  are  80  standpipes  at  various  caravan  sites,  supply- 
ing a population  of  approximately  2,000. 

There  are  still  a number  of  premises,  mainly  caravans,  which  are 
dependent  upon  pumps  or  shallow  wells  for  water  supply. 
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Pump  or  Well  Supplies. 


Five  samples  were  collected 

from  pumps 

and  wells. 

with  the 

following  results : — 

Satisfactory. 

Contaminated. 

T otal. 

From  dwelling  houses  ... 

- 

— 

— 

From  caravan  sites 

3 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

3 

2 

5 

— 

Where  samples  are  unsatisfactory,  residents  are  advised  to  boil  all 
water  before  use. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  were  no  extensions  to  public  sewers  within  the  district,  with 
the  exception  of  normal  connections  to  new  housing  estates. 

Four  houses  previously  served  by  cesspools  were  connected  to  main 
drainage  during  the  year. 

Rivers  2uid  Strejuns. 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Officers  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy and  a number  of  likely  sources  of  pollution  were  jointly 
investigated. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Pail  or 

“Elsan”  type 

Tub  Closets. 

Closets. 

Addlestone  Ward  ... 

5 

345 

Chertsey  Ward 

1 

612 

Outer  Ward 

14 

145 

New  Haw  Ward  ... 

- 

130 

Totals 

20 

1,232 

The  majority  of  the  “ Elsan  ” type  closets  are  on  caravan  sites  and 
houseboats. 

Twenty  closets  were  emptied  weekly  by  means  of  Cesspool 
Emptiers  adapted  for  the  purpose. 
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Cesspool  Emptying. 

Tliis  work  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

Four  800-gallon  Dennis  Cesspool  Emptiers  are  in  use  whole-time. 
During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out : — 

Number  of  premises  where  cesspools  were  emptied  ...  479 

Number  of  loads  removed  from  all  sources  ...  ...  10,138^- 

Total  volume  removed  from  all  sources: — 8,110,600  gallons 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

This  is  the  last  occasion  on  which  I shall  have  the  honour  of  assist- 
ing in  the  preparation  of  the  Annual  Report,  and  when  it  goes  into 
print  I shall  be  enjoying  retirement  after  40  years  in  the  public  health 
service,  26  years  having  been  spent  happily  with  your  Council. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  changed  emphasis  during  my  career,  as 
when  I entered  the  profession,  conversion  to  main  drainage  was  a 
luxury  awaited  in  many  areas  of  even  urban  Britain.  Infectious 
Diseases,  especially  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Tuberculosis  were 
very  prevalent  and  all  too  often  killers,  and  the  storage  of  household 
waste  in  open  ashpits  and  middens  was  the  rule  rather  than  the 
exception. 

Slum  clearance  was  being  tackled  in  the  large  towns,  and  with  con- 
siderable vigour,  and  yet  it  is  still  one  of  the  major  health  problems 
confronting  the  nation! 

Smoke  abatement  was  very  much  in  its  infancy,  so  much  so  that  in 
industrial  areas  it  was  still  believed  that  “ where  there’s  muck,  there’s 
money  ” and  the  smoke  pall  over  such  areas  gave  adequate  testimony 
to  this. 

The  sale  of  raw  milk  (and  not  from  attested  herds),  served  to  the 
customer  from  churns,  was  still  the  general  practice  and  not  a little 
was  deliberately  “ watered  ” by  some  vendors. 

Adulteration  of  many  other  foods  was,  likewise,  quite  common,  and 
the  loss  of  meat  found  unfit  in  slaughterhouses  and  abattoirs  was 
colossal. 

In  those  days,  the  public  health  inspector  was  looked  upon  by  the 
food  trade  in  general  as  anything  but  the  friend  and  adviser  he  is 
accepted  as  to-day. 

The  control  of  rats  and  mice  comprised  an  annual  concentrated 
local  authority  attack  for  one  week  in  November,  and  the  issuing  of 
rat  poison  to  the  public  at  other  times. 

A constant  supply  of  wholesome  mains  water  was  not  available  to 
such  a majority  of  the  population  as  it  is  to-day,  the  luxury  of  a bath- 
room and  hot  running  water  were  enjoyed  by  all  too  few,  as  were  the 
potential  comforts  resulting  from  a supply  of  gas  or  electricity. 

To-day,  much  emphasis  is  placed,  quite  rightly,  on  Clean  Food, 
Clean  Air  and  Noise  Abatement. 

The  great  increase  in  eating  out  and  the  sale  of  prepared  foods  has 
presented  a challenge  which,  generally  speaking,  has  been  adequately 
met,  but  there  is  no  room  for  relaxing  our  vigilance  and  hygiene  in 
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food  premises  must  remain  a very  important  function  of  the  public 
health  inspector. 

Probably  the  most  difficult  modern  problem  we  have  to  deal  with 
is  mechanical  noise  arising  from  many  sources  Much  of  it  can  and 
must  be  eliminated.  Chimes  on  Ice-cream  vans  and  sirens  on  public 
service  vehicles  give  rise  to  much  concern  and  one  wonders  whether 
any  of  these  instruments  are  necessary. 

I am  sure  ice-cream  would  still  be  sold  if  chimes  were  banned,  and 
is  the  noise  arising  from  police  cars,  ambulances  and  fire  engines 
really  necessary?  The  old  bell  alarms  were  much  less  frightening  to 
young  and  old,  and  seemed  just  as  effective.  One  more  instance  of 
Americanisation? 

Since  taking  up  my  present  appointment,  I have  always  enjoyed  the 
support  and  confidence  of  all  Members  of  the  Council  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  and  this  has  always  been  fully  and  sincerely 
appreciated,  and  has  been  a large  factor  in  any  success  I have  enjoyed. 
I have  always  had  very  good  relations  with  all  Chief  Officers  and  the 
staff  as  a whole,  which  has  all  helped  to  make  my  term  of  office  a 
pleasant  one. 

I must  again  make  reference  to  the  continued  loyalty  and  conscien- 
tious service  given  by  all  the  staff  under  my  control.  I am  proud  to 
believe  that  this  department  has  always  been  a reasonably  efficient  one 
and  this  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  standard  maintained  by 
all  members,  and  merits  my  commendation. 

I am  indeed  pleased  that  Mr.  B.  G.  Rogers  has  been  promoted  to 
my  post  and  Mr.  T.  N.  Darraugh  will  become  his  deputy  when  I 
retire.  They  are  both  worthy  of  the  promotion  and  will,  I am  sure, 
fully  repay  the  confidence  the  Council  has  placed  in  them. 

It  was  pleasing  to  learn  that  Mr.  Allibone,  our  first  student,  passed 
his  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Diploma  Examination  at  the  first  attempt 
in  July,  and  he  was  immediately  appointed  to  fill  a long-standing 
vacancy.  He  has  given  every  satisfaction  in  the  higher  post. 

My  final  reference  is  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Dr.  Hamilton 
and  I have  worked  extremely  well  together  since  he  came  to  Chertsey 
in  1961  without  any  friction  whatsoever,  which  is  not  the  case  in  all 
districts.  We  have,  as  indeed  have  all  the  staff,  worked  as  a team 
with  a common  aim  for  the  good  of  the  public  health.  My  sincere 
thanks  go  to  him  for  his  support,  guidance  and  friendship. 

G.  H.  BIRCH, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STATISTICAL  RECORDS 


Housing  Acts. 

Inspections  re  Disrepair,  Overcrowding,  Improvement 
Grants,  etc 6gl 

Public  Health  Acts. 

General  Inspections  re  Water  Supply,  Sanitation,  Vermin, 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ...  ...  1,156 

Inspections  and  Visits  re  Offensive  Trades,  Common 
Lodging  Houses  and  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  211 

Inspections  re  Caravans  and  Houseboats 197 

Food  Inspection. 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises,  including  Slaughterhouse, 

Ice-Cream  Stores  and  Dairies  562 

Visits  re  Food  Sampling  and  Inspection,  including  Meat 
Inspection  at  Slaughterhouse,  and  Merchandise  Marks 
Acts  371 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

Inspections  and  Re-inspections  of  Premises  ...  ...  98 

Miscellaneous. 

Inspections  under  Shops  Act  ...  28 

Inspections  under  Factories  Acts 58 

Inspections  under  Qean  Air  Act 88 

Inspections  under  Noise  Abatement  Act  ...  ...  ...  212 

Inspections  of  Pet  Shops,  Animal  Boarding  Establish- 
ments and  Riding  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Inspections  and  Visits  re  Petroleum  Acts,  Hackney 
Carriages,  Rag  Flock  Act,  Agriculture  Act,  Knacker’s 

Yard,  Cesspool  Emptying,  etc 1,385 

Inspections  and  Re-inspections  under  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,918 

Re-inspections  (excluding  those  indicated  above)  ...  476 


TOTAL  ...  8,469 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or  Condentmed. 


Meat  at  Retail  Shops  

tons 

cwt. 

10 

lb. 

105 

Cooked  Meats  and  Meat  Products  ... 

— 

3 

79 

Canned  Meat 

- 

— 

17 

Other  canned  food  ... 

— 

3 

34 

Other  Food  (Frozen)  

1 

19 

109 

Other  Foods  (Not  Frozen)  

— 

9 

30 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

7 

38 

All  unsound  food  is  buried  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 


Poultry  Preparation  Stations. 

The  slaughter  of  poultry  was  carried  on,  on  a moderate  scale,  at 
one  farm,  where  conditions  were  satisfactory.  The  carcases  are 
despatched  to  Smithfield  Market,  for  evisceration,  after  being  rough 
plucked. 


SAMPLING 


Food  and  Drugs  Scunpling. 


Number  of 

Samples  Taken 

Unsatisfactory 

Reports 

Legal 

Proceed- 

ings 

Instituted 

Convictions 

Secured 

Formal 

Informal 

Analysis 

Labelling 

Food 

23 

68 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Drugs 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Details  of  Unsatisfactory  Samples. 


On  Analysis 

By  Labelling 

Foods 

(1)  Food  colouring. 

Inadequate  declaration  of 

(2)  Imported  Wine  Vinegar 

Excess  SO2 

ingredients. 

(3)  Walnut  Cheese  Spread. 
Misleading  Declaration. 

Drugs 

— 
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Bacteriological  Sampling. 

Total  Samples  taken: — 89. 
Results. 

Ice-Cream. 


Mobiles 

Premises 

Grade 

I 

II  III 

IV 

I 

II  III 

IV 

Soft 

Ice-cream 

— 



— 

5 

_ _ 

— 

Other 

Ice-cream 

— 

— — 

— 

24 

2 3 

— 

Other  Foods. 


Food 

Number 

Taken 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk 

51 

1 (and  1 void) 

Ice  Lollies 

4 

— 

Foreign  Bodies  in  Food. 


Food 

Number  of 
Complaints 

Foreign  Body 

Milk 

3 

Dirty  Bottle  (2) 

Pin  in  Bottle  (1) 

Meat  Pies  and 

4 

Mould  (3) 

Sausage  Rolls 

Discolouration  (1) 

Lemonade  Crystals 

1 

High  Acid  Content 

Butcher’s  Liver 

1 

Alleged  unfit.  Article  not  produced 
by  complainant. 

Sausages 

1 

Sour 

Biscuits 

1 

Insect  Infestation 

Cod  Roe 

1 

Slimy  and  Smelly 

Bread  and  Pastry 

5 

Dirty  Crust  (1) 

Mouldy  (3) 

Discolouration  (1) 

Corned  Beef 

1 

Damaged  Can 

Tea 

1 

Tea  “ Fluff  ” 

Number  of  Prosecutions  imder  Section  2 ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Prosecutions  under  Section  8 ...  ...  ...  None 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963. 

Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  ...  None 
Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the 

Alpha- Amylase  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Results  of  above  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  Satisfactory 
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Food  Hygiene. 

The  number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  area  is  as  follows : — 
Greengrocers  ... 

Chafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers 
Confectioners  (Ice-cream  and  Sweets) 

General  Stores 
Butchers 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Fryers 
Canteens 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Dairies 

Licensed  Houses  and  Clubs  ... 


24 

21 

3 

36 

59 

23 

13 

23 

12 

2 

65 


Number  of  Food  Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act:  — 

Sausage  and  Pressed  Meat  Manufacturers,  etc.  ...  33 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers  and  Stores  ...  ...  133 


Milk  Supply. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  responsible  for 
the  supervision  of  milk  production,  including  buildings  on  the  farm. 

Unsatisfactory  or  unhygienic  conditions  found  on  dairy  farms  are 
referred  to  the  Ministry. 

Six  dairy  farmers  were  producing  milk  for  sale  from  Tuberculin 
Tested  herds,  all  of  which  was  collected  for  pasteurisation. 

Two  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations. 

All  milk  produced  and  retailed  in  the  district  is,  since  1954,  specially 
designated,  that  is  pasteurised,  sterilised  or  “ Untreated 

Fifty-one  samples  were  collected  as  follows:  — 


Collected 


Designation 

At  Dairies 

On  Delivery 

Total 

Satisfactory 

Total 

Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised 

1 

44 

43 

1 and  1 void 

Sterilised 

— 

6 

6 

— 

Untreated 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

1 

50 

49 

1 (+  1 void) 
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Brucella  Abortus. 

Number  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  positive  samples  found  ...  ...  ...  0 

Action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Housing. 

Overcrowding. 

All  cases  of  overcrowding  coming  to  notice  are  referred  to  the 
Housing  Committee  for  re-housing  as  and  when  accommodation 
becomes  available. 

Local  Authority  Housing 

Two  thousand  and  sixty  new  houses  and  flats  have  been  completed 
by  the  Council  since  1945.  Three  hundred  and  three  family  units 
were  re-housed  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  There  still  remains  a 
waiting  list  of  951  applicants. 

Special  consideration  is  given  in  cases  where  there  is  an  infectious 
and  notified  case  of  tuberculosis,  and  where  young  children  are  at  risk, 
the  aim  being  to  give  each  infectious  case  a separate  bedroom. 

Improvement  Grants. 

Owing  to  continued  staff  shortage  for  half  the  year,  it  was  not  found 
possible  to  make  a start  on  Improvement  Areas. 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  which  became  operative  at  the  end 
of  August,  Improvement  has  a much  wider  application  than  previously, 
and  includes  houses  and  their  environment. 

The  maximum  grants  available  are  considerably  increased,  and 
certain  specific  repairs  can  now  be  grant-aided. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  whether  there  is  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  applications  for  grants,  but  the  first  few  months  do  not 
suggest  a great  surge. 


Applications  have  remained  fairly  constant  for  some  years  and  the 
following  table  sets  out  the  position  regarding  applications  received 
during  the  year : — 


Type  of 

Grant 

Number 

Applied  for 

Granted 

Refused 

Withdrawn 

Standard 

27 

23 

1 

2 

Discretionary 

19 

15 

— 

2 
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Fair  Rent. 

Seven  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were  received,  four 
being  in  respect  of  houses  to  be  provided  with  the  standard  amenities 
and  three  where  these  amenities  already  exist.  Four  certificates  of 
Provisional  Approval  were  issued. 


Unfit  Houses. 


Number  of  Orders 

Number  of 

Order 

Made 

Revoked  or 
Determined 

Houses 

Demolished 

Families 

Re-housed 

Closing  Orders 

2 

— 

— 

7 

Demolition  Orders 

7 

— 

3 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation. 

Such  houses  are  not  a problem  at  present.  It  is  estimated  that  there 
are  some  forty  houses  so  occupied,  and  that  the  majority  of  these  house 
two  or  three  families  in  satisfactory  conditions. 


Rent  Act,  1957. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  applications  received  during  the 
year : — 


Applications 

for 

Certificates 

Received 

Notices  of 
Proposal  to 
issue 

Certificates 

served 

Cases  where 
work  done 
after  notice 
of  proposal 

Undertakings 
to  carry  out 
work  received 

Certificates 

issued 

Applications 

for 

cancellation 

of 

Certificates 

received 

Certificates 

cancelled 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Caravan  Sites. 

Municipal  Sites. 

Brackendene  Site  and  Sayes  Court  Farm  Site,  Addlestone. 

These  are  both  “run  down”  sites.  On  the  former  site,  there  were 
1 1 caravans  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a reduction  of  28  during  the  year, 
and  142  less  than  on  “ take  over”  in  1959. 

On  the  latter  site,  there  were  23  caravans  remaining,  a reduction  of 
9 during  the  year. 
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Caravan  Park,  New  Haw  ( previously  Heathervale  Site ) 

There  are  one  hundred  and  two  authorised  standings  on  this  site, 
sixty-three  being  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Private  Sites 

Works  to  comply  with  Licence  Conditions  were  continued  at 
several  sites.  Main  drainage  was  provided  to  one  site  previously 
drained  to  a cesspool. 

Factories  Acts. 

Fifty-eight  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  the  follow- 
ing work  was  carried  out. 

Sanitary  conveniences  repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sanitary  conveniences  provided  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  matters  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


1. — Inspections. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tion 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6,  are 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

6 

2 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  to  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

170 

39 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding outworker’s 
premises) 

30 

17 

2 

TOTAL  ... 

206 

58 

5 

— 
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2.-Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Unreasonable 
temperature 

Inadequate  ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  ... 

Other  offences  against 
the  Acts  (excluding 
offences  relating  to 
outwork)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

- - 

- 

— 

6 

6 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

3 

TOTAL  ... 

9 

9 

— 

1 

— 

3. — Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111). 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Outworkers  Lists 

Nature 
of  Work 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
submitting 
list 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
submit  lists 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing 

apparel 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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The  Offices,  Shops  £ind  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  number  of  registered  premises 
and  employees,  together  with  improvements  made  during  the  year. 


Registrations  and  Inspections. 


Premises 

Total  Number 

Registered 
in  1969 

Removed 
from 
Register 
in  1969 

On 

Register 
at  31.12.69 

Insp< 

during 

1969 

:cted 

at 

31.12.69 

of 

Employees 

Offices 

4 

2 

90 

6 

120 

645 

Retail  Shops 

4 

6 

256 

3 

356 

1,079 

Wholesale  Shops 
and  Warehouses 

1 

1 

5 

— 

5 

55 

Catering  Estab- 
lishments, open  to 
Public 

3 

1 

37 

10 

52 

159 

Fuel  Storage 
Depots 

— 

— 

3 

1 

4 

12 

Canteens 
(included  else- 
where) 

16 

TOTALS 

12 

10 

391 

20 

537 

1,966 

Total  Number  of  Visits  made  during  1969:  98 

Males  767 

Females  1,199 

Contraventions  Remedied. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  contraventions  remedied 
during  the  year. 


Ventilation  Improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Heating  Improved 

4 

Lighting  Improved 

3 

Thermometers  Provided 

4 

Insufficient,  or  Unsatisfactory,  Sanitary  Conveniences  Remedied  ... 

10 

Insufficient,  or  Unsatisfactory,  Washing  Facilities  Remedied 

4 

Other  Defects  Remedied 

2 

(The  Notices  Complied  with  include  Notices  Served  Prior  to  1969) 
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Swimming  Pools. 

There  are  no  private  swimming  pools  in  the  district  to  which  the 
public  are  admitted. 

A number  of  schools  now  have  swimming  pools  for  the  instruction 
and  training  of  students,  and  regular  sampling  of  the  water  is 
carried  out.  Advice  and  guidance  is  given  where  unsatisfactory  reports 
are  received. 

The  following  samples  were  collected  during  the  year:  — 


Number  of  Samples 


Collected 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

79 

66 

13 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Type  of  Property 
Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  the  district 

12,952 

41 

2.  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
on  complaint  or  district  survey  ... 

2,161 

21 

3.  Total  number  of  properties  found  to 
be  infested  by : 

Rats  

195 

8 

Mice  

27 

— 

4.  Total  properties  treated  by  Local 
Authority 

183 

6 

5.  Total  treatments  carried  out  on  refuse 
tips,  parks,  watercourses,  etc. 

29 

6.  Total  treatments  carried  out  by  the 
Local  Authority  

223 

6 

7.  Total  visits  made  for  this  purpose  ... 

28 

GenerzJ. 

Insect  infestations  at  Dwelling  Houses  and  Factories  cleared 
by  the  Department 

Wasps’  Nests  destroyed  at  Recreation  Grounds,  etc. 
Obstructed  drains  cleared  by  the  Department 


119 

18 

48 
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Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  visits  almost  doubled  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  further  evidence  of  public  awareness  of  the 
ever  increasing  problem  of  noise. 

Continued  pressure  was  maintained  on  contractors  using  pneumatic 
drills  to  use  silenced  equipment  at  all  times  and  the  success  of  last 
year  was  at  least  equalled. 

Several  cases  of  factory  noise  were  investigated  and  recommenda- 
tions were  made.  Managements  were  found  to  be  sympathetic  and 
co-operative. 

One  case  had  not  been  finally  resolved  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
although  much  improvement  had  been  effected. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956/1968. 

The  1968  Act  was  found  most  useful  when  considering  the  installa- 
tion of  small  furnaces  and  in  several  instances  it  enabled  proposed 
chimneys  to  be  considerably  heightened. 

The  Regulations  controlling  the  burning  of  wastes  should  be  of 
benefit,  especially  when  Building  Sites  are  in  course  of  preparation. 
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